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THE BATTAILE ON 
HOPTON-HEATH 


FER 7 i: 100 manifeſt what poore ſhifts the Authors of this 
ded reoellion have uſed to bring about thetr deſugns:amon? 

a [AAA bom none have beene more buſie then Sir William 
WS We Brereton and Sir John Gell, :wothat.( one would 
-E 2) think ) have conſpired together to be beaten as often 4s 
they unite their mutual forces. Witneſſe Aſhby de-la-zouch and 
other places where they shamefully. have beene worſted by that noble 
courazious Colonel Haſtings. Though 1 muſt tell you both-Brereton 
and Gell for their perſonal valour are as notorious Comards 4s any 
zu the (aw-pit. 1 confeſſe indred, Gell dare fizht,provided bis enemy 
have beene ſeven yearts dead, bis valour having lately shewed it ſelfe 
againſt the Coffins and eMonumemss of ſome dead men, whoſe living 
fa:es he durſt not looke upon, 44 if bu buſineſſe lay(like that devil's 118 
the Goſpell;among the Tombes and Sepulchres. And Brereton 


15 4s valiant as eee, if lying downe in a ditch , ſtanding behind a bay . 


ricke, or rideng a full mile from the field, may goe for valour, of which 
three per formances his owne Souldiers confeſſe bim guilty. And yet 
theſe two Champions ( toshew they are perfett Cowards ) are alwayes 
railing quarrels, and ſedacing His CMajeſties ſubjet#s 10 kill one ano- 
ther, As in many other, ſ6 in this battaile on Hopton Heathen im<- 


partial Relation whereof you here have by an expreſſe- from farre bets 
ter hands, 


Az From © 


(2) 


From Stafford March 21. r 64.2: 


Upon Fridsy laſt having intelligence of the Enemies inten-- 


gions to approach hither, we marched towards the way wee 


conceived they would come, and having notice of abourtwo 


hundred of them quartered in a Towne called Heywoodin Staf- 


Fordſhire neare to our paſſe, we fell upon them, andafter a ſhore 


Skirmiſh beat them from their hold, rook and killed above the 
one halfeof them, the reſt eſcaping by by-wayes ſo that we 


could not follow them, onely quartered there that night Se» 


day wy at Stafford, about twelve of the clock we had intelli- 
' genceo 


_ - Heath called Hopton Heath neare a Towne called Weſton ſome 
two miles from S:afford, We drew out our Horſe and Dra- 


goonersbeing abour 900. And the Heath ſeeming faire reſol- 


ved to:charge them, the breadth of it being more then-Muskert- 
ſhot from'incloſure on each fide. As we advanced wediſcover- 
ed Musketeers placed within a walled Cloſz,and ſome Muske- 
- tecrsand drakes in-hedges on our right wing. Againſt which 


we ſent ſome of our Muskereers. but thoſe being roo few ro 


| beatthem, by order of counſellwe advanced with our whole 


ced them toquit their Cannon. Bur our men following the 


Execution-beyond command, and: our Musketeers not com- 
got ſome of their Cannonagaine,yer we broughe- 


" yupthey go _ 
off $ peeces. And chen: rallying up-0ur horſe againe as ſoone 


Sir- 


Sr. Frereton and S* Fohn Gells being met with all their- 
forces, being about 3000- Horſe and Foote, placed upon a 


body of Horſe (leaving onely a.Reſerve )towards their body, 
and upon-our advancing their Musketeers ran from the hedges, 
we chargeing their body their Horſe preſently ran,and we for... 


” as we could, we- charged ſome other Horſe which they had 
= - , neacetheir Foot, which preſently retreated and ran, andthen 


Re nd 


Ro nd 


(3) 
Sir Thomas Byron atthie tiead of the Princes Regiment charge- 
ing their Foot broke in among them, butthey having ſome- 
Troops-of Horſe neare their Foot, tell upon him;,and then he re- 
ceived his hurts, bleeding ſo that he was notable to ſtay in 
che field . Bur by reafon ot the night and our Horſes being: 
weary we ſtood about a Musket-ſhot from them, and after a 
rime our men being weary, we drew ſomewhat further off, 
keeping ftrong: parties-nearer them. The next morning by 
breake of day we made ready to fall on _ but finding no-+ 
Enemy,. wethen underſtood that they had marched awayin 
the night about an hour after our parting with them, therz we- 
found carriages, with Ammunition and other things;&the tore- 


carriages. obtheir Cannon, which makes us beleeve they have: 


throwne the reſt of their Cannon- into-ſome pooles- therea-- 
bouts. In this fight (and in that former skirmiſh on Friday) we- 
rook and killed above 300; and wounded atthe leaſt 500 more 
(for our Horſe charged their Foox which occaſioned ſo many 

wounded) as their owne men confefle whom fince we-tooke: 
priſoners, We have taken above 3oo of their Horſe, $-peeces- 
of Cannon, with a-great deal of other Ammunition .- Gel is: 
certainly hurt-but nor kiſted, yer they ſay he was hurt by 
chance by one of their owne ſouldiers asthey went away in- 
thenight, and we are apt enough to beleeve it, forhe is notro0- 
forward to. come into danger. 

But now-we muſt fromthe fadnefſe of our ſoules' acquaint 
you with the great loſſe both His Majeſtic and the whole king- 
dome have ſ{uſteined-in this ation by the death of a moſt Loyall 
and hardly to be equalled SubjcR, the moſt noble and moſt va- 
liant Earle of Nor:bampton, who upon the firſt charge with our * 
horſe, being engaged upon Execution neare their foot, his horſe 
was ſhort, ſothar he-was conſtrained to alighe, and being encom- 


paſſed with-enemies be fought on foor along time, killing (as: 


they themſelves confeſle) a Colonel of toor, and ftriking _ 
«ot 


(4) 


ther Captain into the breſt with his:Poleax, beſides other com - 
mon ſouldiers whom he wounded and {lew,untill ſuch time as 
he was overborne by-multitudes,and then being knockt downe 
with a musket and grievoully wounded, and his head-peecera- 
ken off, was offered quarter.Cas they {ay}) but he anſwered thar 
he {corned to rake quarter from ſuch bafe rogues & Rebels as 
they were;and ſo foughr it out along while after, till ſuch rime 
as he was {laine by 2 blow with halberr,on the hinder part of 
| his head,receiving ar the ſame rime another deep wound-in his 
face. Which done,they burricd him away fo as we all thoughr 
he had been taken priſoner, for we could not find his body. 
The ſadnefle of this accident would not have left our grea- 
teſt Victory without miſery, buryet the greatneſſe of his ex. 
ample cannot bur make all thofe that are deltrous of honour 
to follow him in his ſteps, though none-can come nearer him 
then his brave (onnes, and eſpecially the Lord Compton: In 
whom we find much gallantry and valour in this laſt acti- 
on -{ wherein he received a ſhot in the legge, but no waies 
dangerous, and his horſe alſo ſhor under him.) So that ſhould 
we not ſay,thacthere is none more fitting,or deſerving to ſerve 
His Majzs rr andthe Kingdome ih thoſe Commands, and 
Honourable imployments which his Father enjoyed,thenthis 
young:Lord, wee ſhould both wrong his Lordfhip, and our 
owne judgements. Wee are aſſured he will be found to bethe 
inheritor of his Fathers Loyalty and Vertues, and endeavour 
by ſerving His Maiefty,to revenge his fathers death,andequall 
himin glorious ations, In which we ſhall be ready to follow. 
him,and are preparing for thar purpoſe. We had 25 flayne,the 
cheife whereof were Captaine Harvy of my Lords own Regi- 
ment,Caprain Baker lately a {choller in Oxfora, Enſligne Bowyer, 
Captain Middleton of Colonel Haſtings Regiment, nel 
Greene, Coronet Billingand Coronet Hall,whoall carried them- 
ſelves as gallantly as men could do. There were about ſome 
twenty hurt, the moſt whereof were Officers ; as Sir Thomas 
Byron 


(5) 
Byron, Colonell Stanhope, Colonell Wagſtaffe, Captaine Knots: 
ford, Caprtaine Richard Bagor, Capraine Harvey Bagor, Capraine 
Joon Clarke, Captaine Thomas Harwood, Maſter Spencer Lucy, 

ieurenant Zeving, Coronet cMettham, Coronet Waſbingron, 
and Maſter Lancaſter, beſides-my Lord Comprow's ſhot inthe 
legge , not a man of theſe but exprefſſed-admirable valour, the 
ſervice for the time being very hot, and the enemies being Ae 
bove three tumes our number, gc. 


There can belittle added to thisexpreſle Relation, wherein 
though it pleaſed God fo to defeat the Rebels, yer our loſle is 
invaluable in the death of this noble Earle ;, who as he was 
early up ( being one of the firſt defenders of this righteous 
cauſe) ſo he continued at ſucha height of courage and magna- 
nimity, as drew all good mens eyes on his honourable actions: 
Wherherthe Rebels offered him quarter, or whether he re» 
fuled it when it was offered , is not certaine, for we have 
ir onely from themſelves, who no doubt will make their beſt 
excuſc for murthering ſo incomparable a Lord. Nor is it ims 
probable that he ſcorned their quarter, preferring a preſent 
honourable death before that vile, wretched, unprofitable 
captivity, whereof he was aſſured, were he once their priſoner, 
For as he ſpent his noble endeavours in defence of bis King 
and Country while helived, ſod he valued not his life when 
it would be ſerviceable to-none bur Rebels: He hath beene 
often heardo ſay, that, 1f he out-lived theſe Warres, be was cer- 
taine never to have [0 noble a death, And had we wholly loſt him, 
# would have fill'd us with too much ſorrow, bur that we have 
ſuch excellent Copies of him in his rare ſonnes, and chiefly 
inthe gallant young Earle himfelfe , who hath fo much of the 
father in him,that he only wants time and opportunityto make 
him more like him. And this Fou will partly gather by this en- 
{aingLerter which my Lord writ with his own hand tothe no- 
ble Counteſle.his Magher, two dayes after his Fathers death. 

Deare 


" 
 Deare Mather, 
N Sunday laſt we got the day ofthe Rebels, but 


our loſſe (eſpecially your Honours and mine) is 
not to be expreſſed. For though it be a generall loſle 
ro theKingdome, yerittoucherh us ncareſt , Burt Ma- 
dam, Caſualties in this world will happen & in fuch 
a cauſe who would not have ventured both life and 
fortune?pray'e Madam, let this be your comfort,thar 
it was impoſlible for any rodo braver then he did,as 
appeares by cheir owne Relation. Iſenta Trumpe- 
rterto know what was become of my Father, hee 
brought me a Letter from Sir John Gell and Sir VYV4illi- 
am Brereton, aſſuring mee of my Fathers death, ma- 
king ſtrange demandfor his body,ſuch as were never 
before heard of in any warre, as all their Ammuniti- 
-on, Priſoners, and Cannon which we had taken. I 
fentthem word backe, that their demands were un- 
reaſonable, and againſtthe Lawes of Armes,but deſi- 
red thern to give free paſſage to ſome Chirurgeons to 
-embalme him,or to lertheir Chirurgeons doe it, and 
I would ſatisfy them for their paines. their laſt An- 
ſwerl have ſentin Philip //illoughby's Letter which 
is, thatthey will neither fend the body nor ſuffer 
-our Chirurgeonsto come toembalme it, but will ſee 
their owne Chirurgeons doeit. TheirRelation was, 
that He vas aflaulted by. many together, and with 


- 
. 
” 


00 
fiis owne hand killed tbe Colonel and others alſo; 
but was umihorſed by themuleirude, his horſe being 
ſhor:But his Armoapr was ſo good thatthey couldnor 
hurt him; tillhe. was dowae, and had undone his- 
head-peece. 

'Pray'e Madam be comforted; and*think no man: 
could merc honourably haveended this life (fighting . 
for hisReligion, his King,and his Counery)ro be ar- 
taker of heavenly joics. We muſtcertainely follovy 
him,bur can hardly hope for ſo bravea death. Thus. 
pt craving your bleſsing, I ſhall remaine till 


| Tourobtdient Sonne- 


NorxrTranteroON. 


| 'Tet the Reader mow jules, if the genius and fpirit of the Paiher 
tbe not eminent in INES Jars! wo _ 4 wrote this 
Fetter doth wot promiſe as great hopes for the good of shis Kingdome 
4s any whomfoever of his age and quality. Next you may ſee the Bare 
baronſneſſe of theſe Rebels towards the Corps of the dead,, who as they 
' bave made ſale of their Allegiance and Loyalty, ſo now have ſhakew 
 khanas with all commonhoneſty, praitifing thoſesmhwmanites the ve- 
19. Turks ſcorne to deſcend to ; For the Mahometans if they kills 
Commander that is an Enemy, doe not only embalme-the corps, but 
giveit ſafe convey to the enemies quarters that the freinds ole dead 
249 Zive it buriall, as the noble Earle-of Craford and others that 
have beent in the. warres betwsxt the Polonian and the Turke, cars 
eſtify to be true, Auddoubileſſe if the Turkes knew what breach of 
faith given, - what robbing... ſtripping naked , nay murther ( after 
Armes delivered up by compoſition ) hath beene. committed-on His 
Atajeſties ſouldiers,it would farther harden them againſt Chriſtiani= 
iy ; wnleſſe they conſider that theſe things were done not as they are 
:Chriſtians, but 4s the worſt of Rebels, And let them nat for ſhame 
object, that wee looſe men of eminencie, but they do not, leſt wee tell 
:the world the xeaſen. . Foy as the Commanilers of theſe rebellious For 
:C65 478 maile up 4 all Religions and Trades, {0 thoſe few men of qua- 
lity that are on their fide, are driven by their guilt into ditches, and 
ſaw-pits,any whither-out of the reach of danger ,as not daring to leave 
the world with all their ſinnes about them. Therefore were it any 
cauſe under Heaven but tha,that 6, were not:Religion, Honour, Lear- 
uing, Lawes, Nobility, Gentry, Koneſty, and all at ſtake, theſe Noble 
Lords ana Gentlemen would nat make their blond ſo cheape, as to 
ſpendit on ſuch unworthy enemies, who as they have endeavoured to 
. .murtber both King and went, ſo labour the rent of every Englif 
Senilemay, | 
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